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     Hi!  My name is Katherine and my all-time 
favorite sport in Physical Education class is 
soccer - I love it!  Our P.E. teacher, Mr. 
Fitter, taught us how to dribble, pass, and 
shoot the soccer ball.  He says that for true 
teamwork to take place, we have to show 
responsibility first.  Mr. Fitter reminds us 
that when you‛re playing soccer or any sport, 
you shouldn‛t make excuses or blame others 
when you make a mistake.

     Our next story is about being responsible.  
In this story, our Coach shows us the true 
meaning of teamwork.  And, why it‛s important 
to not blame your teammates and to take 
responsibilty for your actions.
   



    The Grizzlies team cheered loudly. “We won again!” 
they yelled as the buzzer rang to end the soccer game.

     Players on the Gators team were not cheering. They 
had lost another soccer game.

     “Don‛t worry. We will play better next time,” said 
Jimmy.

 
Teamwork
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     At the next game, AJ scored, but he accidently 
kicked it in his own net.  Samantha and Matthew kept 
falling because their shoes kept coming untied.  And, 
Katherine was passing great, but it was to the other 
team.  The Gators lost another game.

     “Everyone should wear something lucky to the next 
game,” said Jimmy.  “Then, we will have good luck and 
win!”

     Before the next game, AJ put a lucky penny in his 
shoe.  Samantha and Katherine wore their lucky 
headbands.  Jimmy wore his lucky t-shirt under his 
jersey.  Matthew wore his lucky underwear for the 
game.
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    The whistle blew and the game began!  But, when 
Katherine went to kick the soccer ball, her lucky 
head band slipped over her eyes.  She ran right 
into Samantha, who fell and accidently tripped AJ. 
AJ‛s shoe fell off and he lost his lucky penny.  
Matthew ripped his lucky underwear trying to 
shoot the ball in the net.  Jimmy‛s plan wasn‛t 
working at all.

     The Gators lost the game, and the next game. 
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     “We‛ll never win,” said Jimmy.

     “Don‛t worry” said Coach. “I have a plan.”  Coach had 
a hat in his hand.  In the hat were little pieces of paper.

     “Everyone pick a paper from the hat,” Coach said.

      “Write a letter to the Gator teammate whose name 
is on the paper.  Tell the person what he or she does 
best.”
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    The next day, the Gators brought their letters to 
practice and handed them to Coach.
 
    “Tell us your plan,” said Jimmy.

     “First I‛m going to read the letters,” Coach said.

     Coach opened a letter. “Dear AJ,” he read,  “You 
play the best defense.”  

     AJ smiled.  I will play my best defense today, he 
thought to himself.

     Then Coach read, “Dear Katherine, you are great at 
passing.”

     Katherine put her shin pads on.  I‛ll pass the ball 
even better today, she thought to herself.

     The next letter said, “Dear Matthew, you are good 
at kicking the ball into the net.” 
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     I‛ll make every shot today, thought Matthew to 
himself.

     Then Coach read, “Dear Jimmy, you are a fast 
runner.”
 
     Jimmy put on his soccer shoes.  I‛ll run even faster 
today, he thought to himself.

     The last letter said, “Dear Samantha, you are an 
awesome goalie.”

     Samantha put her goalie gloves on.  I‛ll be the best 
goalie today, she thought to herself.
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     The whistle blew!. “Let‛s go!” said Coach.   

     “But, what‛s our plan to win?” asked Katherine.

     “I‛ll have to tell you later,” said Coach.

     Katherine made a great pass to Jimmy.  Jimmy 
dribbled down the soccer field very fast.  He passed 
the ball to Matthew.

     Matthew kicked the soccer ball, and it went into 
the net!
     
     “All right!” cheered the Gators. They had one goal.

     The Gators played better than ever before. 
Samantha did not let the Grizzles score once. 
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     The Gators won the game 2 to 0!  The whole team 
cheered and celebrated!
     
     “Wow!  What a game!” said Coach, as he gave 
everyone a high five.

     “I guess we didn‛t need to know your plan after all,” 
said Jimmy.
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     Coach smiled. “But you did know it,“ he said. “My 
plan was for you guys to encourage one another,” said 
Coach.

     “We encouraged each other when we wrote our 
letters!” said Samantha.

     “Coach‛s plan worked!” said Matthew.
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     “You‛re the smartest coach!” said AJ.

     “Yeah for Coach!” cheered the Gators
     
     “If we always encourage each other,” said 
Katherine, “we‛ll always be winners.”                  
     
     “Yeah,” said Jimmy. “We will always be 
winners, even if we lose the game.”
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HOW TO SHOW YOU 
ARE A RESPONSIBLE 

PERSON

Be reliable and dependable.

Take care of your own business.

Don‛t make excuses or blame others.

When you agree to do something, 
do it.

Think before you act; imagine the 
consequences.
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What is Responsibility? How did the soccer team show 
Responsibility?

Directions: Think about something you do to show 
responsibility. Draw a picture of yourself doing it and 
write a sentence describing your act.

Think and Talk

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
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 1. Why do you think the Gator‛s teammates were having 
difficulties working together?

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

2. What is the difference between a person who is 
responsible and a person that is not?

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

3. When a game doesn‛t go the way you want, what can 
you do to help yourself and your teammates?

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________

Story Response        
Directions: Answer the questions.

14



HOW TO BE A 
RESPONSIBLE PERSON

Directions: Think about and be on the 
lookout for ways you are showing how to be 
responsible. When your teacher or 
guardian says you are being responsible, 
write your name on the soccer ball. 
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Use encouraging words 
to motivate people to do 

better! 

Directions: Color the character from the 
P.E. Gang
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